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The Importance of Learning English and Why it Should be Fun
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More people around the world than ever before are studying and learning English because it has
become the international language of education and business. Our mission at Educational Testing
Service(ETS) is to promote learning and support education and professional development for people
worldwide. We work hard to help learners pursue their dreams of higher education or getting a good job in
English-speaking environments worldwide.

The popularity of English can be seen in the growing number of people taking the TOEFL and TOEIC
tests, the most widely used and accepted English exams in the world. ETS creates these tests and for this
reason, perhaps readers might be interested in our perception on the importance of learning English and
why it should be fun.

Since its creation in 1964, more than 27 million people have taken the TOEFL test, including hundreds of

thousands in Japan. The TOEIC test, which began in Japan in the 1970s, was taken more than seven
million times in 2013 alone.
Working at ETS, and working with our English language testing programs, people often ask me, “What is
the best way to learn English and why does it have to be so hard?” | tell them that learning any second
language is hard, but that doesn’t mean it can’t be fun at the same time. The key to mastering a new
language is providing opportunities at an early age while also emphasizing the development of one’s native
language.

More and more countries are introducing English-language instruction earlier in school. Japanese
students begin learning English in the fifth grade and receive more intensive instruction in junior high and
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high school. MEXT’s call to introduce English-language instruction in third grade is a positive step in that
direction.
But regardless of when you begin learning English, the best way to do so is with engaging materials,
talented teachers and an opportunity to develop everyday conversational ability utilizing the four skills —
listening, speaking, reading and writing. For more than 40 years AEON Corporation has grown to become
one of the leading private educational institutes of its kind in Japan. They know how to engage learners.
Last fall ETS master instructors came to Japan to offer a special Propell Workshop to AEON trainers from
across the country. These master instructors develop actual TOEIC and TOEFL tests and by the time the
intensive workshops were over, participants had new and powerful techniques to using the integrated-skills
approach to teaching Japanese students English as a second language and preparing them for success.

Also, recently, Edusoft, a subsidiary of ETS, and itself one of the pioneering companies offering English
learning solutions, worked with AEON to create Power Up Reading, a customized online academic reading
course for its students. It is a self-study program monitored by AEON teachers. It is three months long, has
12 intermediate-level reading comprehension lessons and a final test. It also offers a customized weekly
report about students’ progress for AEON teachers and students have access to Edusoft’s interesting
Discoveries Magazine.

This is an exciting time in Japan. Our English language experts are following current reform efforts, and
we look forward to supporting Japanese students, teachers and professionals improve their English commu-
nication skills, and by extension their global competitiveness.
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